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Providing a Solid Foundation for a Successful Christian Life

LESSON 4

NOTE: Scripture references in bold type are where the answer to the question can be found

COMMANDMENTS FOR BELIEVERS continued…
CHURCH
Final Authority for the Church
· The church you consider joining should be judged by the same standard by which Christians are instructed to judge “all things” (I Corinthians 2 15): the Bible. 
· The Bible says in John 4:24, “God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.”
What is the word of God called in John 17:17?
________________________________________________________________
· The Bible should be the only authority recognized by the Pastor. 
· The Lord, writing to the church in Pergamos, said that he hated the “doctrine of the Nicolaitanes” (Revelation 2:15). 
· This is a doctrine of men whereby a number of churches look to an appointed authority above the pastor to govern the affairs of the church. 
· In the Bible, the local assembly is led in spiritual matters by the Pastor, who is also referred to as an elder or bishop or overseer (Acts 20:28; Ephesians 4:11, 12; I Timothy 3:1-5; 5:17). 
· There is no hierarchy above the Pastor of the local church, only the Lord Jesus Christ.
What two words describe the Lord as the authority above the Pastor?  I Peter 5:1-4
________________________________________________________________                                           
One purpose of the church is to preach the gospel to every creature. What one word tells you where you should preach the gospel?     Mark 16:15
________________________________________________________________                                                                                    
This same responsibility, to take the gospel to the lost, is given to every believer. What word is used to describe the activity of believers taking the gospel to the lost?    Acts 1:8
________________________________________________________________                                                                                 
This gospel, defined by the Apostle Paul in I Corinthians 15:1-4, is called the “gospel of the (one word) of God” in the Book of Acts.    Acts 20:24                                     ________________________________________________________________                                
Any church or any person which supports the preaching of “another gospel” is what?    Galatians 1:8
________________________________________________________________                                         
· In the Book of Acts it’s seen that the local churches support the missionaries that God calls, with prayer and finances.
Statement of Faith
Among the many doctrines a true Bible believing church will believe are the following:
1. The salvation of lost sinners by the grace of God through faith in the Lord Jesus Christ  (Ephesians 2:8-9).
2. The eternal security of the born again believer (John 5:24; 6:47).
3. The purpose of the local church to evangelize the sinner, edify the saint, and to glorify the Lord (Matthew 28:19, 20; Acts 1:8; Col. 2:7; Col. 1:18).
4. The baptism of born again believers by immersion (see notes on baptism).
5. The literal, physical resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ (Matthew 28:9; Luke 24:36; John 20:19, 20; Acts 1:11).
6. The Pre-tribulation Rapture of the saints (I Thessalonians 4:16-18).

7. The Second Coming; the premillennial return of the Lord Jesus Christ to rule on this earth of one thousand years (Revelation 19:20).
Tithing
· The Bible says, “the love of money is the root of all evil (I Timothy 6:10), therefore you should be very cautious about your attitude concerning giving to the work of the Lord. 
· Surprisingly, many overlook the expenses of the church, both spiritual and practical; the support of Pastor, staff, missionaries; meeting place, supplies, electricity, gas, water, phone, various ministries (youth camp, conferences), etc.  
Melchisedec was called the priest of the most high God.  Before the law was instituted, Abraham gave what to Melchisedec?    Genesis 14:18-20
________________________________________________________________                                                                                    
DEFINITON: This word means tenth.
Under the law, Israel was instructed to bring the tithes into the storehouse to meet the material needs of service to God, and in return receive blessing (Malachi 3:10).
Paul said that they that preach the gospel, should (one word) of the gospel.    
I Corinthians 9:13, 14
________________________________________________________________                                          
What is to be brought into the church on the first day of the week? I Corinthians 16:1-2                                         ________________________________________________________________
Beyond the tithe, every believer should give “as he purposeth in his heart” (II Corinthians 9:7).
PRAYER
The Believer’s Privilege
How are we instructed to come before the throne of grace?     Hebrews 4:15-16
________________________________________________________________                                         
When and Where to Pray
We are instructed to pray without (one word).        I Thessalonians 5:17
________________________________________________________________                                                                  
Where are we instructed to pray?    I Timothy 2:8
[bookmark: _GoBack]________________________________________________________________



CONCLUSION

“Grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ” (II Peter 3:18).
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